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Going to Orlando, Florida can be loads of family fun, especially if you live somewhere that is 

freezing cold in winter. Hello, sunshine! It’s popular to travel there for the theme parks, but 

there are a variety of other fun and cheap activities to do in the great amusement town.
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Use these options to plan fun in the sun without breaking the bank.

1. Hotel amenities

If you’re willing to stay outside of the theme parks, there are so many great deals on hotels 

with their own amenities. You can find many inexpensive villas to rent with waterslides, 

miniature golf, parks, and other outdoor fun. For instance, Grande Villas Resort (just a few 

minutes from theme parks) is charging $102 per night on their website for a one bedroom 

villa for stays in January. They list 19 amenities on their property with an even longer list of 

nearby attractions. Scanning hotel discount sites like Hotwire or Priceline can score you an 

even greater deal on hotels.

2. Miniature Golf

Take a swing at the unique miniature golf courses offered throughout Orlando. A highly-

rated course is Congo River Golf that has lifesize cars and a plane in the midst of the course. 

In addition to golfing, they offer other fun experiences such as alligator feedings. Their 

tickets are reasonably priced with Adults at $13.99, age 9 and under $12.49, and under 4 are 

free. You can even book beforehand online to save 18% off ticket prices.

3. Disney Boardwalk

Disney Boardwalk is a quarter-mile boardwalk of shops, dining, and entertainment. You can 

have a Disney experience without the theme park price tag. There are gift shops to buy 

Disney merchandise and even a bakery with Mickey Mouse cupcakes. The kids will love 

running along the boardwalk and having a picnic by the water. The best part is you can park 

at and experience the boardwalk for free!

4. Disney Springs

Like the boardwalk, you can also have a ton of fun in a Disney universe for free. Disney 

Springs is a shopping and dining outdoor mall with over 50 brand name and Disney stores 

and a variety of restaurants, including by world-class chefs. There are also lots of 

entertainment and events happening on location. Kids will have a blast exploring, and there 

are hands-on activities for them to do, such as a play table in the Lego store. It’s easy to 

spend an entire day there. Just be careful not to spend all your money on Legos!

5. Zoos

The Orlando area has quite a few zoos to visit including Central Florida Zoo and Brevard 

Zoo. These are cheaper options to see animals than some of the animal theme parks and get 

high ratings. If you have a zoo membership in your home state, check their reciprocity 

benefits. There is usually the benefit to get 50% off over a hundred zoos nationwide by 

showing your membership card. Both the Central and Bevard zoos participate.

6. Dinner shows

It’s always a great time to have dinner while watching a live performance. Finding a family-

friendly dinner show to attend might just be the highlight of your trip. Since the ticket price 

includes both your meal and entertainment, it often comes out cheaper than other nights on 

the town. You can also look for coupons. A popular option is Capone’s Dinner and Show 

which takes place in gangster-era Chicago. It’s a humorous musical with audience interaction 

and advertises that ages 2 - 92 will enjoy it. Tickets are 50% off if ordered in advance online.

7. Museums and Gardens

There are many museums and gardens in Orlando for a reasonable ticket price. You can also 

take advantage of free days some offer. For instance, Harry P. Leu Gardens is $10 for adults, 

$5 for children, and under 3 years is free. They also have free entrance days listed on their 

website.
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8. City parks

Kids of all ages can enjoy a good city park. Orlando is home to more than 148 parks, 

playgrounds, and recreation areas. There are some interesting ones, as well, like the Big Tree 

Park that has the oldest tree in Orlando. Grab your picnic blanket and make a day of it!

9. Old Town

For that old time fun, visit Old Town, Orlando. It’s a recreation of an old Florida town with 18 

acres of walkable entertainment including shops, dining, shows, and games. There’s also a 

classic car show every weekend. The district is filled with cobblestone streets, old diners, and 

attractions that will bring you back to simpler times. All ages should be able to enjoy 

something in Old Town.

10. Cocoa Beach

Florida and beaches go hand-in-hand, so if you’re looking to surf and play in the sand, 

Cocoa Beach is the closest one to Orlando (about an hour away). The area  has lots to do for 

family fun including shops, dining, and water sports. You can even experience deep sea 

fishing by signing up for a charter fishing trip. Parking has a mix of metered and free spots. 

This would be a wonderful day trip for beach lovers.

No matter your interests, you can find cheap fun for the whole family in Orlando.
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